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Gabricl § Meyer
Asust il General Atinrncy

February 20, 2008

Via Electronic Filing

Ms Anne K Quinlan

Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, D, C. 20423

RE: Docket No. STB No. AB-33 (Sub-No. 255), Union Pacific Railroad
Company - Abandonment - In Carver and Scott Counties, Minnesota,
(Chaska Industrial Lead)

Dear Ms Quinlan

Union Pacific Railroad Company (“UP") has received a request from the Office of
Carver County Regional Railroad Authority ("CCRRA") requesting a Public Use
Condition and the issuance of an Interim Trail Use Condition for UP’s Chaska Industrial

Lead, which extends from Milepost 38.6 at Merriam, Scott County, to Milepost 33 01n
Chaska, Carver County, a distance of 5 6 miles in the State of Minnesota (the "Line")

UP is willing to negotiate with CCRRA concerning the acquisttion of the Line for

trail use for a pernod of 180 days following abandonment authonization A copy of
CCRRA's request I1s attached to this letter.

Sincerely,
_eRatiiat M/_,--
Gabriel S Meyer

Attachments
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Gabriel S Meyer
Union Pacific Railroad
1400 Douglas Sticet
STOP 1580

Omaha, NE 68179

UEP ]

Re: Union Pacific Railroad Abandonment of the Union Pacifte Rail Line in Carver
and Scott Conntles, STB Docket No. AB-33(Sub No. 255)

Dear Mr Meyer

This 1equest 1s filed on behalf of The Mmnesota River Valley Rail Preservation Project
("Project™), wiich is a collaboration of five bodies pohtic existing under the laws of the State
of Minnesota mterested 1n tansportation, recreatron and public utilities herenafter refencd to
as "proponent "

The Carver County Regional Rail Authonty (CCRRA) on behalf of the proponent
requests 1ssuance of a Public Use Condition as well as an Intezim Trail Use Condition
rather than an outright abandonment authorization of the Chaska Industrial Lead from
Muilepost 38 6 near Meniam to Milepost 33 0 ncar Chaska, a distance of 5 6 miles in
Carver and Scott Counties, Minnesota

A. Request For Public Use Condition

Proponent asks the STB 1o {ind that this property 1s suitable for other public use,
specifically trail use, public utihties, futwe 12:1 use and other public transportation uses,
flood p1otection levee, and to place the followmg conditions on the abandonment

1 An order prolubiting the can ter fiom disposing of the corridor Justification for this
condition 1s the rail conidor in question 1s planned for future tiansportation, utilities and
recrcation purposes and will connect to the metropolitan area regional trail system The
corridor will make an excellent mterim trail and 1s a part of Carver County’s
Comprehensive Plan, and 1s included m Scott County's diaft Compichensive Plan
Update Secondly, a portton of the corridor serves as a flood protection levee for the City
of Carver. In addition, the cornidor provides an important wildlife habstat, open space, a
public utthity corndor and its preservation as an mtetim recreational trail 1s consistent
with those purposes. The time petiod sought 1s 180 days from the effective date of the
abandonment authonization Proponent needs this much time to assemble and review title
mnformation and to commence negotiations with Umion Pacific Railroad Company
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2. An order bairng removal or destruction of polential irail-1elated stiuctures such as
bridges, tiestles, cutverts and tunnels. The justification for this condition 1s that these
structures have considerable value for 1ecieational tra1l purposes. The iime perod sought
15 180 days fiom the cffective dale of the abandonment authorization for the same rcasons
as indicated above

B. Request For Interim Trail Use

The railroad 11ght-of-way n this procceding is suitable for rmlbanking In addition to the
public use conditions sought above, proponent also makes the following request

STATEMENT OF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish interim trail usc and 1a1lbanking under section 8(d) of the National
Trails System Act, 16 U.S C §1247(d), and 49 CFR §1152 29, the pioponent is willing lo
assume full responsibihty for management of, for any legal hability ansing out of the
tiansfer or use of (unless the user 1s immune fiom hability, in wiich case 1t need only
ndemnify the 1ailroad against any potential hability), and for the payment of any and all
taxcs that may be levied o1 assessed against the nght-of~way owned by Union Pacific
Raihoad Company, providing the ncgotiations between proponent and the Union Pacific
1esult in an acceptable purchase price

The property, known as the Chaska Industrial Lead, extends from Milepost 38.6 near
Merrnam to Milepost 33 0 near Chaska, a cistance of 5.6 nules tn Carver and Scott
Counties, Minnesota. The right-of-way 1s part of a line of 1ailroad proposed for
abandonment in STB Docket No AB-33 (SubNo. 255)

A map depicting the 1ight-of-way is atlached.

The poponent acknowledges that use of the nght-of-way is subject 1o the user's
continuing to meet its 1esponsibilitics described above and subject to possible futuic
reconstiuction and reactivation of the night-of-way for rail service

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

By my signatuie below, I certify service upon Union Pacific Railroad Company, 1400
Douglas Street, STOP 1580, Omaha , NE 68179-1580 by U S Mail, postage pre-paid,
first class, this 24th day of January, 2008

Respectfully submutted,

ak MBOE“’CI Chan

Jim Ische
Carver County Regroial Ratlioad Authottly on behalf of
The Minnesota River Valley Rail Pieservation Project
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing was served via first
class mail, postage prepaid, upon all parties of record in Docket No STB No AB-33 (Sub-
No 255), on the 20th day of February, 2008

Dated this 20th day of February, 2008

B abied A Duga—T

Gabriel S Meyer




